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Doing the Works of Jesus ¢ Introduction

Welcome to
Doing the Works
of Jesus

This is the fourth book in the BibleKeys series. You have
an important assignment from the Lord!

The previous books have explained how you can know

God and live in his presence and power every day. This
message of hope is for all people! It is what Jesus preached
and demonstrated during his life on earth, but God never
intended it to end there. He wants his kingdom to continue to
spread through those who believe. You are part of that plan.
He has enabled and empowered you to do the same things
Jesus did: to preach, heal and deliver. These are the three
topics we will study in this book, in addition to the reason
for it all: God’s great love and compassion, for you and for
everyone in your world.

As you go through this course:

e Always find and mark the verses in your Bible.

¢ Have a notebook to write your observations, questions and
answers.

e Learn some verses by heart, starting with those at the end of
each lesson.

e Practice what you have learned. It is through hearing the
Word and doing what it says that you will be blessed!

Bible Teaching

This is the symbol for "Bible Teaching” - the section at the
beginning of each lesson. It teaches the subject we are

’K\/ studying.



Doing the Works of Jesus ¢ Introduction

Bible Quest: Self-study

In this section there are things for you to do. These help you
to know what the Bible says, so you can apply it to your life.

Action Time: Act on the Word!

Faith without action is dead. Therefore, we encourage you
to always DO something after each lesson. When you act on
what you have learned, God'’s blessings become real to you.

Memo Time: Memorise Bible verses

In each lesson, we have chosen one or two important Bible
verses for you to memorise. The best way is to read them
aloud until you know them by heart. Meditate on them
regularly and let them become part of your life.

Praise Time

Here we encourage you to praise and worship God. Tell God
how wonderful he is, or sing praises to his name!
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John 3:16

Matt 15:24

Winning the Lost

About this lesson:

Whenever Jesus met a person in need, he responded with
his love and power. This is exactly what you are called to
do! As you study the Word of God, you will see what Jesus
did and that you can do the same things by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

The topics of this lesson are:

* God’s heart for the lost

* God’s marvellous plan to reach the lost
© Reaching out — evangelism and missions

© The Jesus Mission

7

Why did God send Jesus? We I
find the answer in this verse:
“For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal
life.” God put his love in action
and made the greatest possible
sacrifice: Jesus, his own beloved
son! Without this sacrifice,
sinners couldn’t come anywhere
near the Father. But through
Jesus’ death on the cross, the
way was opened for all people
of all nations to come to him.
During his earthly ministry, Jesus was limited to his own
nation, Israel. But his love and offer of salvation were meant
for every person on earth. So Jesus set in motion God’s plan to
reach and win the lost, heal the sick and set the captives free
—not just in Nazareth or Jerusalem, but in Beijing, Delhi, New
York, Stockholm, and in your own village, town or city too!
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Doing the Works of Jesus

The plan of redemption began in God’s heart: “God so
loved the world.” Adam and Eve had chosen to rebel against
God, shattering the fellowship and close relationship they’'d
previously enjoyed. Jesus tells a similar, heart-breaking story
Luke 15:17-32  of a father who loses his son. Just like Adam, the son in this
story chooses to walk away from his father, ending up in sin
and misery. What is the father’s response: Anger? Rejection?
No! He longs for his lost son every day! When his son finally
Luke 15:24 returns, he receives him with open arms: “For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And then
the father throws a wonderful
party!

This is God'’s heart for every
person on earth who does not
believe and live in fellowship
with him. This is God’s heart for
the lost.

s i

Jesus and the lost

Jesus has this same heart. His
heart is revealed in one of the
first things he says as he begins
Luke 4:18,19  his ministry: “The Spirit of the

Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” What does he say he
will do?

e Preach good news to the poor

¢ Free the captives

¢ Heal the blind

e Deliver those who are oppressed

¢ Proclaim a new time of favour from God
We see the heart of Jesus in how he responds to people in

Matt 9:36 need. “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for

them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd.” “Compassion” is a very strong word
—Jesus felt a deep burden for people. Compassion was
the driving force in Jesus’ life. It was no mere feeling!

12



Winning the Lost

Compassion drove Jesus to preach, heal the sick, deliver the
oppressed, and ultimately go to the cross.

Matt 9:35 “Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.” Can
you see the preaching, healing and deliverance that flows
from Jesus’ heart? Let’s pray for that same heart!

K/ As we learned in lesson 13, Jesus had authority and he also

gave authority to those who believe in him. He said in what is

Matt 28:18-20  known as the Great Commission, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am
with you always, to the end of the age.”

Jesus would soon leave, and yet his works on this earth

John 14:12 would continue. Listen to this: “Truly, truly, I say to you,
whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do; and
greater works than these will he do, because | am going to
the Father.” Wow! The same works as Jesus. And not only
that: even greater works! This is not only for preachers — it is

Mmark 16:17,18  for all believers.

Jesus is far greater than a human being — he is God - so
you may wonder how we could possibly do greater things
than him. But this is precisely what he wants us to do! How
is it possible? By the power of the Holy Spirit! Jesus said,

John 16:7 “Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that
| go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper (the Holy Spirit)
will not come to you. But if | go, | will send him to you.” Also,

Acts 1:8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judaea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

The Holy Spirit would enable and empower them to reach
the lost, not only in Israel, but to the ends of the earth.
Whereas Jesus was limited to one country and a specific time
in history, the Holy Spirit is unlimited and can fill people with
God’s life anywhere and anytime. Through the disciples,
everything Jesus had done in Israel would spread across the
globe. What we see here is that Jesus multiplies himself
so that he can meet people’s needs everywhere. We are not

13



Doing the Works of Jesus

Jesus, but we are representatives of Jesus, called to do his

works by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is God’s marvellous

distribution plan summed up:

v'The Father sends Jesus and fills him with the Holy Spirit.

v Jesus fills us with the Holy Spirit so we can do the same
works he did.

v"We go out so that Jesus can reach the lost everywhere
—including your own workplace, home or school!

The Father
sent Jesus to
the world

The Holy
Spirit sent
us

We do the
works of
Jesus

...in every city
and village, to
the ends of the
earth!

"‘\/
Every disciple is called to go — and there are many places
Acts 1:8 where only you can go. Jesus tells the disciples in Jerusalem to
start there. We are to begin wherever we live:
e Jerusalem — our own city
e Samaria — regions around us
¢ To the ends of the earth — world missions
Whether the people we are reaching out to live next door or
half a world away is unimportant - God wants all his lost sons

14



Winning the Lost

and daughters to come home. What's important is that we
reach out, giving everyone a chance to know Jesus.

Local evangelism

How can we reach out to those around us who don’t yet know
Jesus? Let's look at what the Bible says:

Love. First of all, live as a genuine Christian. The early

Acts 246,47  believers were known for their love and joy: “And day by
day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having favour with all the people.
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who
were being saved.” The unity and mutual love that existed in
the church was evident to all. Love, joy and warm fellowship
are always attractive.

The gospel. Second, share the gospel, the good news

Rom 10:17nv  @about Jesus. Paul writes, “Faith comes from hearing the
message, and the message is heard through the word about
Christ.” If people don’t hear about Jesus, they cannot believe
and be saved. The Holy Spirit is there to help you. He will tell
you when to speak and when to wait. And in due time, the

Isa 55:10,11 words that you have sown will bear fruit. God’s Word always
accomplishes what it is sent to accomplish.

Your testimony. Third, tell your story. People can argue
with our ideas and principles, but our testimony is always
powerful. When you tell people what Jesus has done for
you personally — for example that he has given you peace or
healed you - this often touches people more than a great
message by the best of preachers. The apostles could not

Acts4:19,20  keep quiet about what they had experienced: “But Peter and
John answered them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God
to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we
cannot but speak of what we
have seen and heard."”

Healing. Fourth,
demonstrate the love
and power of Jesus. When
sending out the seventy-two
disciples, Jesus said,

Luke 10:8,9 “Whenever you enter a town
and they receive you, eat
what is set before you. Heal
the sick in it and say to them,

Could | pray
for you?

15



Doing the Works of Jesus

‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.”” Experiencing
God's love and healing power will always impact a person in
a major way. And the message will spread that Jesus still heals
today!

Together as a church or fellowship of believers there are
many things we can do to reach out in our city and region:
we can make door-to-door visits, arrange campaigns and
social events, and have outreach activities focusing on specific
groups. But the same principles are always at work: love,
sharing the gospel, personal testimony, healing and miracles.

World missions

The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20 emphasises
evangelism to all nations:

¢ Go and make disciples of all nations;

¢ baptising them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy

Spirit;
¢ teaching them to observe all that | have commanded
you.
Making disciples is key in God’s distribution plan. This is meant
to be the purpose of all mission activity. A disciple is someone
who follows Jesus, learns from him and does what Jesus
would have done.

How are disciples made? By baptising and teaching.
Baptising includes more than just the act of baptism. In

Acts 2:38 the Bible, baptism, repentance and faith always go hand in
hand (for more on baptism, see BibleKeys lesson 5). Teaching
means long-term training towards maturity in Christ, through
instruction, correction, discipleship and encouragement.

God wants you to have the heart of Jesus for the lost. He
wants all of us to be missionaries and evangelists in our own
neighbourhoods. He wants some of us to leave our country
for a period of time or even a lifetime to preach the gospel.
Listen to what the Holy Spirit is speaking to you personally.

When all nations have heard the gospel, Jesus will

Matt 24:14 return! “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.” We have a role to play in Jesus’
return, so let’s go out and preach the gospel everywhere!

16



Winning the Lost

What did the first mission, the Jesus Mission, look like?
Matthew describes it like this: “Jesus went throughout all

k\
Matt 9:35 the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every affliction.”
Jesus did three things: he taught the Word of God,
proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom and healed every
disease and affliction. It was a simple programme. And it

worked!
Teaching the Word of God: Why is teaching important?
Ps 119:130 We read in Psalms, “The unfolding of your words gives light;

it imparts understanding to the simple.” When we hear
the Word, it gives light, revelation. Our eyes are opened
to the wonders of the Bible, and we can see the promises

Mark 4:1-20  God has given. Teaching the Word is also like sowing seed.

Heb 4:12 Just as there’s life in a grain of wheat or rye, there’s life in
God's Word! When the Word is received into a heart that is
open and hungry for God, faith will grow and bear fruit -
thirtyfold, sixtyfold and a hundredfold.

When people hear teaching from the Word of God, they
begin to understand all the good things God has for them.
When they understand, they will believe. And when they
believe, they will be able to receive God'’s blessings. This was
why Jesus taught, and we are called to do the same! Each one
of us can teach someone else what we have learned from the
Word of God.

Proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom: Jesus started
to proclaim the gospel as soon as he began his ministry. He
said four things:

Mark 1:14,15 ¢ The time is fulfilled! The time foretold years before has

come. It's time to preach the gospel!

¢ The kingdom of God is at hand! It is not difficult to
reach the kingdom of God. It has come so close to us that
anyone can reach it.

e Repent! There is no gospel without repentance. The way
into God'’s kingdom is through being deeply sorry for our
sins, asking God'’s forgiveness and receiving his pardon.

¢ Believe in the gospel! It is faith that opens the gate

Rom 10:9,10 to the kingdom of heaven: “Because, if you confess with

your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart

17



Doing the Works of Jesus

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved.”

Healing every disease and affliction: The third activity
that marked Jesus’ ministry was healing the sick — and he
often cast out demons, too. We will study both these topics in
the next two lessons.

Praise the living God! We are called and equipped to do the
works of Jesus: to preach, teach, witness, heal and deliver.
What a privilege to be part of God’s marvellous distribution
plan! As you continue filling yourself with the Word of God,
you will be more and more equipped to do his works.

Remember: nothing is closer to God’s heart than
winning the lost!

Exercise 1: Read Matthew 9:35-38 and Matthew 10.
Describe the heart of Jesus.

Describe what Jesus does to meet people’s
needs.

Exercise 2: Describe God’s marvellous distribution plan.

18



Winning the Lost

What does he want you to do?

How can you help fulfil the Great
Commission?

Praise Time

Read about how Jesus healed and delivered people — and
praise him that he is the same today!

v'Be a witness
Start praying for a friend, family member or acquaintance
who does not yet know Jesus. After a month or so, ask God
to give you opportunities to spend more time with this
person and to open the door for you to share your faith with
him or her. Write the person’s name here:

v'Reach out where you live

Begin praying for ideas on how to spread the gospel and the
presence of the Holy Spirit in your neighbourhood.

Write your ideas here:




Doing the Works of Jesus

How would you like to start?

P verorime

Memorise and Speak God's Word

“For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

20



Gen 1:31

Rom 5:12

Gen 2:9
Gen 3:17
Gen 3:8-10

Healing

About this lesson:

When Jesus sent out his disciples, he instructed them

to do what he was doing: Proclaim that the kingdom

of heaven is near, heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
lepers, cast out demons (Matt 10:7,8). You are part of
God’s marvellous distribution plan, so you can do these
same things! Jesus spent a lot of his time healing the sick,
and in this lesson we focus on healing.

Today'’s topics are:

* What healing is

© Healing in the Old and New Testaments
© Healing as part of redemption

© How to receive and minister healing

After creating the world, God looked at everything he had
made and saw that it was very good. In God'’s creation there
was no sickness or death. Clearly, a perfect world! No one
enjoys sickness or wants to die — we want to live life to the
fullest! But with Adam and Eve’s sin, sickness and death
came into the world. Sickness is not a curse that is put on
you because of your personal sin. It is part of the curse that
came upon the whole world when Adam disobeyed and
broke man'’s relationship with God: “Sin came into the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread
to all men because all sinned.”

When God created the world, there was no lack and the
earth produced fruit in abundance; when sin came, even
getting food became a struggle. Before sin, there was peace
with God; when sin came, Adam hid from God. By turning his
back on God, Adam inflicted the curse of death on the world.
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We all, as part of Adam'’s family, have inherited this curse and
its consequences.
With Jesus, however, everything changed! Jesus is the
“second Adam”, who made right everything that the first
Rom 5:18 Adam had spoiled: “Therefore, as one trespass led to
condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads
to justification and life for all men.”
This is how it works:
e Adam sinned, which led to all kinds of curses, including
sickness.
e Jesus, the “second Adam”, died for our sins, which led to
freedom from all kinds of curses, including sickness.
e Through Jesus we can receive healing from sickness
as part of that freedom.
In Jesus there is complete freedom from all curses! Does that
mean we'll have no problems once we are saved? No, but with
Jesus there is a way out of every problem we face.

i

The Hebrew word for healing includes both “healing” and
“restoration”. This is what God does! He restores what sin
destroyed. If something in our home is broken - a child’s toy
or a chair perhaps - or if we have animals and one of them
gets sick, we'll do what we can to get the item repaired or the
animal made well again. The same is true of God. When he
sees something in his good creation destroyed by sickness, he

22



Ex 15:26 wants to bring healing. One of his names is in fact the Lord,
our Healer.

The Greek word for healing that is used in the New
Testament means “to heal” and “to cure”, and it is the same
word that is used for a medical doctor. When Jesus and the
apostles heal the sick, they are doing the same job as a doctor.
This does not mean that it is wrong to see a doctor. God
the Healer has two “arms”: the doctor at the hospital, and
Jesus and his followers. Both do God'’s work and restore his
creation. When the human doctor runs out of cures, we need
our heavenly doctor.

Acts 10:38 The Bible tells us that sickness is from the devil: “God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power. He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” God does not

Matt 7:9-11 send sickness. He gives good things. “Or which one of you,
if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask him!”

No parent would hand their child a snake or something
dangerous. Instead, parents do all they can to keep their
children away from harm and danger. Our heavenly Father is
the same: he only gives us what is good. When we are sick, he
longs to see us whole again.

k‘/ Healing in the Old Testament

There are many examples of how God healed people in the
Gen 20:17 Old Testament. The first is when Abraham prayed and King
Abimelech was healed. The Old Testament also contains
prophecies of healing, such as this wonderful prophecy
Isa 53:5 about Jesus the Healer: “He was wounded for our transgres-
sions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we
are healed.” The prophecy lists several things that the coming
Saviour would do:
eTake the punishment for our transgressions and sins
® Be chastised so we could have peace
¢ Be wounded so we could be healed
It's remarkable that these prophecies about what Jesus would
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do for us were written 700
years before his birth!

Healing in the New
Testament

Read the four gospels
and observe what Jesus
does. What do you see?
Healing, healing, healing
—and deliverance. Mark
every example in your
Bible. This verse sums it

Mark 6:56 up: “And wherever he
came, in villages, cities,
or countryside, they laid
the sick in the market-
places and implored him
that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as
many as touched it were made well.”

There was healing power in Jesus, even in the fringe of
his cloak. But most importantly, everyone who touched him
was healed! Healing is for everyone. Jesus did not ask them
who they were. His love and power went out to everyone
and healed them. On page after page, we see Jesus healing
whomever he meets.

Let's look at one “healing chapter”, Matthew 8, where
Jesus heals people from morning till night:

e In verse 3, Jesus heals a man with leprosy, an incurable

disease at the time.

e In verses 8-13, he heals the servant of a Roman officer.

¢ In verses 14-15, he heals Peter’'s mother-in-law of a fever.

¢ In verses 16-17, he heals all those who are sick.

e In verses 28-32 he delivers two men, who are severely
oppressed by demons (we will talk about deliverance in
our next lesson).

Heb 13:8 Jesus is the Lord, our Healer, and he never changes: “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever.” What he
did then, he does now. He is looking to meet people’s needs.
Why? Because he loves everyone, and he wants to heal and
repair what Satan has destroyed.

24
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John 5:2-9

Matt 8:16,17

1 Pet 2:24

John tells of a lame man who was lying beside the pool of
Bethesda, along with many others with incurable diseases.
They were all waiting for the water to move, because when

it did, the first one to get in was healed. This lame man never
reached the water first so someone else was always healed
instead. But when Jesus came, the story took a sudden turn.
“Get up, take up your bed, and walk,” Jesus told the man.
And he was instantly healed!

Sometimes we may find ourselves waiting for something
extraordinary to happen first, just like the people in Bethesda
were waiting for an angel to come down and stir the water.
But the extraordinary event has already taken place!
Jesus took all your sicknesses once and for all upon himself on
the cross.

Isaiah 53 is a powerful and precise prophecy concerning what
Jesus would do. This promise is mentioned twice in the New
Testament in relation to healing:

* When describing how Jesus healed a large number of
people, Matthew explains, “He cast out the spirits with a
word and healed all who were sick. This was to fulfil what
was spoken by the
prophet Isaiah, ‘He
took our illnesses
and bore our
diseases.""

* When teaching
about Jesus’ work
on the cross, Peter
writes, “He himself
bore our sins in his
body on the tree,
that we might die
to sin and live to
righteousness. By
his wounds you
have been healed.”

Sin
lliness
Disease

25



Doing the Works of Jesus

k\/ How to receive healing

1. Know the foundations

When facing sickness, you can be assured that God cares for
you and wants you to be made whole again. You also know
that Jesus broke the power of sickness when he died on the
cross. These are the foundations of faith for healing:

® God wants to heal me!

e God is able to heal me!
It is on this basis that you will be able to receive the healing
that Jesus has already won for you.

2. Receive by faith

Jesus died to save you as well as to heal you! You can receive
healing just as you received salvation and forgiveness of sins.
It is offered to you as a gift. Like fruit on a tree, it is ready to
be picked. How? By faith! Faith means that you believe you
have it before you can see or feel it.

When it comes to your salvation, Jesus paid for it, and
you received it by faith. You confessed Jesus as Lord and
held firmly to your faith. The same goes for healing: Jesus
paid for it, and you receive it by faith. Confess that Jesus is
your Healer and hold firmly to your faith! Healing is yours, just
as salvation is yours.

To receive healing, you can pray, “Father, thank you that
Jesus took my sickness upon himself on the cross and that he
did everything that needs to be done for my healing. | receive
my healing from [specify your sickness] now as a gift!”

As you know, prayer answers can come at rocket speed
or at a snail’s pace. But God has heard your prayer, and the

Mark 11:24 answer is on its way. “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask
in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be
yours.”

We always need to receive by faith what we ask for in
prayer. Rather than saying, “It may be mine tomorrow,” we
say, “It is mine now!” Faith trusts the promises of the Word of
God. Faith believes before it sees the answer.

When you face sickness, you can follow these steps:

1. Decide to believe what the Word of God says and
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that you really will receive your healing by faith right
now.

2. Pray the prayer of faith for healing (and have other
believers lay their hands on you, as described in the next
section).

3. Begin to thank God according to 1 Peter 2:24: “Thank
you Lord, that by the wounds of Jesus, | have been
healed!” Thank him as though you can already see the
answer.

4. Keep on trusting and thanking God - even though you
may have ups and downs. Speak according to his Word
and it will help you stand in faith.

Your healing will come, praise God! Your testimony will be
added to thousands of others. God is the Lord your Healer,
and the Lord your Dentist and Psychiatrist too!

Let's look at a typical situation: Lisa visits her doctor, who
has looked at her X-rays. The doctor says, “I am afraid it's
bad news, Lisa. There’s nothing we can do.” Lisa’s mind and
emotions are saying, “It is hopeless!” But Lisa has started
studying the Word of God and listening to teaching about
healing. Her heart says, “It is not hopeless! Jesus took my
sickness on the cross. By his wounds | have been healed!”

What is Lisa doing here? She’s receiving her healing by
faith — not with her emotions, because they’re saying it is
hopeless; not intellectually, because her mind is saying that it
is medically impossible to be healed from this disease. Faith is
something else, because faith sees the impossible, and makes
it possible.

It can be a battle. Some days you may really struggle with
your feelings and emotions. But the Word of God is sharp and
powerful, and it produces faith. The enemy may try to stop
your healing. But don't give up! Keep your eyes on the Lord,

Heb 4:16 trusting him for your miracle: “Let us then with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.”

Remember the rocket and snail again: some healings are
fast, but most healings take time. Just as grain grows, the
Word of God grows. And as the Word of God grows, faith
for healing grows. To receive healing by faith is a wonderful
process, even though the waiting can be tough.

27



Doing the Works of Jesus

As you hold firmly to the Word of God until you see
your breakthrough, your faith for healing will grow.
This strengthened faith for healing can be a future source of
blessing, both in your own life and in the lives of others.

How to minister healing

God cares about our health and can bring about healing in
many different ways:

1. Medical doctors and medical
science. This is one way in which God
upholds his creation. When you and
your loved ones are sick, see a doctor
if needed, and pray he’ll have wisdom
as he treats you. Some may think that
going to the doctor is the opposite of
faith, but that’s not true. Refusing to
see a doctor is foolishness, not faith.

Mark 6:5; 2. Laying on of hands. Jesus did it all
7:32; 8:23 the time, the apostles did it, and the
Luke 4:40; Bible says that believers, too, “will lay
13:13 their hands on the sick, and they will
Acts 28:8 recover”.
Mark 16:18 3. Speaking the word. Sometimes
Jesus or an apostle would simply
Matt 8:5-13 speak a word, and the person would
Luke 5:24 be healed. We can do the same and
Mark 5:41 speak in the name of Jesus, as the
Acts 14:10 Holy Spirit leads us.
4. Anointing with oil and the prayer
of faith. Jesus sent the disciples out
to do this, and they saw great results:
Mark 6:13 “And they cast out many demons and

anointed with oil many who were

sick and healed them.” We have the
most detail in the book of James: “Is
anyone among you sick? Let him call
for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And
the prayer of faith will save the one
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him
up. And if he has committed sins, he

James 5:14-16
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will be forgiven. Therefore, confess
your sins to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person has
great power as it is working.” So,
when you are really sick and need help
to pray, call the leaders of your local
church. They will anoint you with oil
and pray in faith for your healing.

5. The gifts of the Holy Spirit. God
has given the church many powerful
gifts, some of which are also meant
to be used in healing the sick:

gifts of healing, miracles, words of
knowledge, faith. We will study these
in depth in lesson 21.

1 Cor 12:8-10

6. Prayer cloths. We see in the New
Testament that healing power was
sometimes transmitted through
material items, such as the fringe of
Jesus’ garment or cloth that had been in
Acts 19:11,12 contact with Paul: “And God was doing
extraordinary miracles by the hands
of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or
aprons that had touched his skin were
carried away to the sick, and their
diseases left them and the evil spirits
came out of them.” It is not the fabricin
itself that brings about the healing but
the power of the Holy Spirit.

7. Holy Communion. In his teaching

1 Cor 11:29,30 on the Lord’s Supper, Paul also talks
about sickness, which means there’s
a connection between Communion
and healing. And no wonder! After

1 Cor 10:16 all, Communion is “participation in the
body of Christ”, and in Christ there is
abundant life!

All these ways of ministering and
receiving healing show us that God
is eager to heal. The book of Acts
mentions people being healed as
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Acts5:14-16  Peter’s shadow fell on them, and Paul was raised from near

Acts 14:19,20  death simply by the disciples gathering around him. There are

Ps 147:3 many ways, but at the centre is the Father’s loving heart to
heal the brokenhearted.

What do | need to minister healing?

To heal the sick, you need three things:
e Knowledge about biblical healing. Know that God can
and wants to heal, as well as his methods for healing.

Rom 10:17 e Faith for healing. Faith comes through the Word of God,
so study what the Word says about healing and your faith will
grow!

¢ Love for the one you're praying for. Faith works through
love, and where there’s compassion, faith for healing is
released. You already have this love and compassion in you

Rom 5:5 because the Holy Spirit has poured it into your heart.

When praying for the sick, it is important to be led by the
Holy Spirit. He will tell you how to pray and when to pray.
When you are sensitive to people’s needs and pray with
God’s love in your heart, the people you're praying for will be
blessed!

Ways of healing that are wrong
The Bible clearly prohibits some ways of healing. Regular

medicine is a blessing, but there are healing methods that
Deut 18:9-11  are linked to the occult and ultimately to powers of darkness.

Gal 5:20 Sorcery is listed as contrary to the Spirit, and we see that Paul
Acts 13:6-12;  had strong confrontations with magicians. When the Holy
19:19 Spirit came, however, the magicians burned their books! So,

never go to a witch doctor or participate in occult medicine,
even if called “healing”. Just because it works sometimes does
not mean it's right. Evil powers can work miracles too, but
they might gain a foothold in your life.
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Exercise 1: Healing is everywhere in the Gospels. Read
Mark 1-3.

List the instances of healing.

List the methods of healing.

Exercise 2: What do you need to minister healing to
people?

Exercise 3: Write down your favourite Bible verses
about healing.

Praise Time

Praise Jesus that he is the Lord, our Healer!




Doing the Works of Jesus

Action Time

To receive healing, we need to act. It is when we act on
our faith that the miracle comes. Perhaps you prayed and
prayed, and nothing seemed to happen. But sometimes we
pray, and the next minute we live as if we had not prayed
at all. Now, if you need healing, do as follows:

Victory!

Consider it done!
Stand firm on the

promises. Keep them
before your eyes.

Pray in the name of
Jesus and thank him
for the answer.

Decide to believe
that God hears you
and will heal you.

O

Date 1
Fill in:
Date 1: The day you first prayed and received your healing
by faith

Date 2: The day you saw it in real life

Hallelujah! God is faithful! And when we learn to stand in
faith for our own healing, this prepares us to help others as
well.

@ vemorime

Memorise and Speak God’s Word

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.
By his wounds you have been healed.”
1 Pet 2:24
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Lesson 18

Deliverance

About this lesson:

As disciples of Jesus, we have been called and equipped to
do the same works he did. In the previous two lessons, we
learned about winning the lost and healing the sick. Now

we will turn our attention to deliverance.

The topics of this lesson are:

* What is a demon?

* Demons and angels in the Bible

» Deliverance today in the name of Jesus

During his time on earth, Jesus often dealt with demons. In

Mark 1:39 fact, deliverance was a big part of what Jesus did: “And he
went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues
and casting out demons.” If it was important to Jesus then
to cast out demons, it's important to us, his church, now.
We need to be able to discern when a demon is at work and
know how to help set people free.

"\/ The word “demon” comes from the Greek word daimonion,

which means “spirit”, “a being inferior to God". In the New
Testament they are also called “unclean spirits” or “evil
spirits”. To understand what a demon is, we must look at the
whole of God’s universe. The Bible speaks of the visible and
the invisible. We generally think only about what we can see,
but the things we cannot see are even more important! God is
the centre of the universe, yet we do not see God the Father,
Son or Holy Spirit. Nor do we see heaven and hell, or the good
and evil forces that are at work in our world.
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Three worlds

The Bible actually speaks of three “worlds":
¢ The heavens - used in both the singular and plural form.
2 Cor 12:2 Paul even talks of a “third heaven”, which is the dwelling
place of God, angels and archangels.
¢ Earth - the dwelling place of humans, where the Holy
Spirit, angels and evil spirits/demons are also active.

Matt 16:18 ¢ Hell - the place for powers that oppose God'’s reign,
2 Pet 2:4,9 where evil spirits are thrown, and where sinners await
Matt 10:28 judgement.

We do not know
much about the
invisible worlds, but
we do know that they
exist and that what
happens in heaven
affects what happens
on earth.

"\/ The phrase “the devil and his angels” is mentioned twice in

the New Testament. Revelation tells how the devil and his

Rev 12:9 angels were hurled down to the earth, and Matthew talks

Matt 25:41 about the judgement that awaits them. We see from these
and other Bible verses that “angels” and “spirits” can describe

Matt 12:43 supernatural beings that either serve God or the devil, and

Heb 1:13,14  they can be either good or evil.

Col 1:16 All beings were created by God: “For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things were
created through him and for him.” (The thrones, dominions,
rulers and authorities mentioned here are angelic powers.) God
even created the devil, who was originally the angel Lucifer.

Just like Adam and Eve, this angel rebelled against God.
War broke out, and the archangel Michael and his angels

Rev 12:7-9 defeated Lucifer: “And the great dragon was thrown down,
that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world — he was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” Lucifer,

Isa 14:12 the devil, the serpent and Satan are the same being. Demons
are Satan'’s fallen angels, at work on the earth and in the
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heavenly places — not the heaven where God dwells of course.
These spiritual forces of evil have different ranks and powers:

Eph 6:12 “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places.”

All are subject to Jesus and his name

All these powers are subject to Jesus because he has all power
in heaven and on earth. They are also subject to the name of
Jesus, which we believers have been given authority to use
(see BibleKeys lesson 13): “The seventy-two returned with
joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your
Luke 10:17-19  name!’ And he said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning

from heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to tread on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy,
and nothing shall hurt you.””

Jesus talks about three things here:

e The fall of Satan from heaven

e Demons, which Jesus refers to as “serpents and scorpions

e Our authority in the name of Jesus
His message to the seventy-two — and to us — is clear: Satan
and his angels are fallen, and we have authority to break their
power and to resist all the evil power of the enemy. That's
what deliverance is all about.

"

Jesus and his disciples cast out demons

One of the first gospel accounts of deliverance describes how

a demon-oppressed man who could not speak was brought
Matt 9:33 to Jesus: “And when the demon had been cast out, the mute

man spoke. And the crowds marvelled, saying, ‘Never was
Matt 15:22-28; anything like this seen in Israel.”” Deliverance was in fact a big

17:14-18 part of Jesus’ ministry. He cast evil spirits out of a possessed

Mark 1:23-26;  daughter, an epileptic son, a man with an unclean spirit, a

5:2-13 man living among tombs, and many others. Sometimes the

Luke 4:34 demons could sense him coming and confronted him. Then

Matt 8:28,29  Jesus would speak directly to them, commanding them to
come out.

The disciples and early church continued this ministry of
Acts 19:11,12  deliverance. In Acts we even read that demons were cast out
of people when cloths that had been in contact with Paul
were laid on them!
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The same pattern is repeated time and again: Jesus comes,
evil spirits have to go! And the name of Jesus works just
as if Jesus was there personally. His name represents all he is
and all he has. When the name of Jesus is used with faith, the
demons meet their end. There is total victory over every
evil spirit in the name of Jesus!

Once more, God’s marvellous distribution plan is at work.
The authority of Jesus was given to the disciples and to all
believers, so that we can do what Jesus did. Hallelujah!

Mark 16:17 Every believer can cast out demons. “And these signs will
accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out
demons.” In God's world, the church is seated on the throne
in heaven together with Jesus. As believers, we are above

all principalities and powers. We have been given the same
authority as the seventy-two: “I have given you authority to
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of
the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.” In his name, we can
command evil spirits to go.

Whatever evil spirits you encounter — when praying for and
counselling people, or when confronting such spiritual powers
and authorities as those mentioned in Ephesians 6:12 — you
can cast them out in the name of Jesus, and they must flee.

gV

Demons or not?

Sometimes it is clear that we are dealing with a demon,
but this isn’t always the case. The cause can be altogether
different. It may be the person’s own flesh that is acting up
and resisting change, or they may be suffering from mental
illness. This is why the discernment of spirits is so important,
as is a certain understanding of mental health. Dealing with
difficult cases shouldn’t be the first thing we get into as
new believers, but at the same time we can be confident in
Phil 2:10 knowing that Jesus has given us his name, and in his name
every knee will bow!
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Deliverance occurs repeatedly in the Gospels. Read Luke 4-11
and make note of the verses where it is mentioned (look for
the words “demon” or “spirit”).

Exercise 1:

List the instances of deliverance.

A\

List the methods of deliverance.

Exercise 2: What do you need to minister deliverance
to people?

\

Exercise 3: Write down your favourite Bible verses
\\ about deliverance.
3
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Praise Time

Praise Jesus that he is the Lord, our Deliverer!

K The best thing you can do to prepare yourself for a situation
where you need to take authority over a demon is to build

yourself up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.
Confess and pray:

“l am in Christ! God has given me authority over every

evil spirit that comes my way, and in the name of Jesus
I can cast it out.”

“Father, | ask you for the discernment of spirits so I will
know how to pray. In the name of Jesus.”

@ vemorime

Memorise and Speak God’s Word

“All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all
that | have commanded you.

And behold, | am with you always,
to the end of the age.”
Matt 28:18-20




Gen 1:27

John 1:18 niv

Matt 9:36
Rom 8:29

A Heart of
Compassion

About this lesson:

When Jesus met people who were poor and in need, sick
and oppressed, he was moved with compassion for them.
Through God'’s love, poured into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, we can be moved with that same compassion and
take a stand against injustices faced by our fellow man.

The topics of this lesson include:

* God'’s view on human dignity

* God is love

* How to put God’s love into practice

© How Jesus’ heart of compassion can be yours

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. He
made the sun, moon and stars, and he filled the earth with
all kinds of wonderful plants and animals. His finest creation
was man, created on the sixth and final day. The Bible says,
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.” Man

and woman were created to be God's image bearers here

on earth. The perfect image of God is found in Jesus, the
second Adam: “No one has ever seen God, but the one and
only Son, who is himself God and is in the closest relationship
with the Father, has made him known.” Jesus looked like you
and me, but his heart was God's heart of compassion. God's
plan is that we be like Jesus, the perfect man, full of love and
compassion.
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/ In God's eyes, every human being is equally valuable and
K important. God made man, which includes both male and
Gen1:28mv  female, the ruler and steward of all creation: “Rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.” We have a God-given
responsibility for the earth and its living creatures. How we
treat our fellow man is especially important, since each one of
us — whatever our ethnicity, colour, race, gender or situation —
is created in the image of God.
In the beginning Adam and Eve lived as they were created
to live. They had fellowship with one another and with God
Luke 3:38 himself. Adam was even called the son of God.
But through Satan’s deception, sin came into the world,
changing how we relate to God and to one another. When
Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they allowed Satan and his
evil forces to enter the very heart of their lives. The result was
selfishness, death and disaster.
The first victim was Adam and Eve’s son Abel, who was killed
by his own brother, Cain. The downfall of humanity had begun...
But wait, there’s more to this story!

In the When sin
beginning, entered man,
man had a his heart
heart after grew dark
God's own and selfish.

heart.
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Mark 12:30,31

Gal 5:6

Rom 5:5

A Heart of Compassion

"God is love.” He not only has love, he is love. God’s plan for
his family was that they would live in love, caring for one
another. He knew that if they did, no one would lack anything.

When Jesus came, his message was one of love and respon-
sibility towards our fellow beings. Just listen to how Jesus
answers a man who asks him which commandment is most
important: ““You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment
greater than these.”

Jesus’ teaching is summarised in two “loves”:

] 2

Love God Love your neighbour

We learned about loving God earlier in this course - this is
the most important love. But God planned something even
better: loving God and our neighbour. The Bible talks about
“faith working through love”,
which is about love for our
neighbour.

God created the church to
continue Jesus’ work of love.
The body of Christ is here to
bless and help those who are
poor, oppressed and in need,
just as Jesus did when he lived
on this earth. He has even
given us the gift of love,
which enables us to love:
“God'’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the

41



Doing the Works of Jesus

Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” There is a well of
love in every believer and in the church as a community of
John 7:3738  believers. Rivers of living water flow from your heart!
When you show love, give to the poor or spend time with
someone who is lonely, your love and care become a gift from
God to that person!

k/ Who is my neighbour?

Luke 10:29-37  In response to the question “Who is my neighbour?” Jesus
tells a story about a man who is robbed and almost beaten
to death. Go ahead and read this story in Luke 10 now. What
happens?

* A man is beaten, robbed, and left half dead on the
roadside.

* Two religious men pass by without stopping to help him.

* A Samaritan, an outcast in that society, comes along.

Luke 10:33,34 * He sees the man and has compassion on him. “He went
to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.
Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an
inn and took care of him.”
» Before leaving, he pays the innkeeper to continue caring
for the man, promising to cover all his costs at the inn.
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Love is practical
With this example Jesus demonstrates what compassion is and
who our neighbour is: anyone in need, whoever they may be,
whatever their background or situation in life. The Samaritan
was a neighbour and he blessed his neighbour. Of the three
passers-by, the one who was least likely to offer help was the
one who did. Jesus shows us that our grand religious deeds
count for very little if we don’t have time for those in need.
Gal 5:6 It's not the fine exterior that matters in God's eyes, “but only
faith working through love”.
As Christians, we need to be like this good Samaritan. We
are to show charity, caring for those who are sick, poor or in
need.

Poor immigrant widows in Jerusalem

The Christian life has always gone hand in hand with charity.
Acts2:41-47  As the believers in the first church started multiplying rapidly,
Acts 6:1-3 many were poor and in need, among them a group of

immigrant widows. They spoke a different language, probably

had no family left and needed

food! And the church took

care of them, appointing

seven men for this charitable

ministry.

From that time on, the

Christian church has pioneered

all kinds of social work. Why?
2cor5:14mv - Because “Christ’s love compels

us.” Like the wind in our sails,
Phil 2:13 Jesus’ love causes us to do

good. /7/

Good news to the poor

Good news to the poor is part of the gospel. In fact, Jesus

Luke 4:18 launched his ministry with these words: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor.” What is good news to the poor?
Quite simply, it is that their needs are met. In the early church

Acts 2:44,45  this happened because the members shared everything. “And
all who believed were together and had all things in common.
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.” Wow, what
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an example! God wants us to live for each other, not just for
ourselves. When we are willing to share our resources with
those in need, this signals that God has truly touched our lives.

God'’s plans for the church start becoming reality when we
start sharing what we have — not because we are commanded
to, but out of love and compassion for other people. Jesus
Matt 25:40 says, “Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.”
There are many ways in which we can help the poor,
and Christians worldwide are taking initiatives to do so.
Examples include teaching people ways of earning a living,
such as how to grow crops more profitably or run a business
more effectively. Providing scholarships to children from
low-income families or contributing to their school expenses
can also have a lasting impact.

Addressing and correcting injustices

Because every human being is worth exactly the same in
God'’s eyes, he wants to correct injustices. In the Bible, we see
that God often used his prophets to do this.

One example is the prophet Nathan, who took a great
risk. King David, in a terrible series of crimes and sins, had
slept with another man’s wife and then abused his power
to have her husband murdered. So God sent the prophet
Nathan to tell the king about a rich man who had taken a
poor man'’s only lamb to feed to one of his guests. King David

2sam12:56  was furious! He said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man
who has done this deserves to die, and he shall restore the
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lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had
no pity.” Not understanding that he had done something far

2Sam 12:7 worse, Nathan’s next words pierced David’s heart: “You are
the man!” David repented before God, but the damage was
already done and he had to face the consequences.

Throughout history, God’s servants have done what
Nathan did and worked to correct injustices and set people
free. This too was part of Jesus’ ministry! After proclaiming
that he had come to bring good news to the poor, Jesus

Luke 4:18b,19  continued, “He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour.”

Liberty to the captives! Jesus is not saying that it is wrong
for criminals to be imprisoned — what he's referring to here
is captives who are unjustly taken as slaves or oppressed
in other ways. One example of someone who fought such
injustice is British politician William Wilberforce (1759-1833).
After becoming a Christian, he campaigned tirelessly for the
abolition of the slave trade. He died just three days after
hearing of the Slavery Abolition Act, which came into force
soon afterwards, bringing freedom to around 800,000 slaves
in the British colonies.

It is a harsh reality that slavery still exists today, for
example in the form of human trafficking. You can stand
against these injustices and fight to see a change!

P

In this lesson we have seen the compassion of Jesus and the
fruit it produced. Jesus is God, and God is love. Wherever
Jesus went his heart of compassion touched the multitudes.
This same compassion in the hearts of his followers has
impacted countless more lives. It must be said, however, that
just as King David fell into sin, Christians, too, have committed
many wrongs over the years.

Choosing love and compassion may seem like an impossible
and endless task, but the good news is that Jesus came to this
world not only to save sinners, but also to live inside of us! His
will can become our will, his compassion our compassion.
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Through the Holy Spirit

Gal 5:22,23 Remember that love is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, and fruit
does not grow by itself. It hangs on a tree, and the tree has
deep roots. You will grow in practical love for your neighbour
and be empowered to stand up for the oppressed as you are

John 15:5 rooted in Christ and draw from the Holy Spirit’s well of love.

1Thess3:12  When you ask God for his love to grow in and through you,
he will hear you. In fact, your longing to help others is a sign
that the Holy Spirit is at work in you, transforming you into
the image of Jesus:

2 Cor 3:16-18 “But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now
the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the
Lord who is the Spirit.”

When this happens, God’s marvellous distribution plan is
set in motion. Through a great chain reaction, his immense
love will be distributed to the world through the body of

John 15:13mv  Christ. “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s

1cor13:13mv  life for one’s friends.” “And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”

Exercise 1: How does God view man?

2\

Exercise 2: Describe how Jesus treated people in need.

\
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Exercise 3: What is our role as a church in fighting
poverty?

Exercise 4: How can we become more like Jesus,

\ according to the Bible?
4

Action Time

1. Think of someone you could bless with time, money or
help. Write the name below, as well as what you want to
do for him or her.

2. The body of Christ is God's dream of a family. List some
things you can do to draw closer to your Christian brothers
and sisters.
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3. Sometimes it can be difficult to love others. These steps will
help:
v Forgive them if they have done anything against you.
Remember, Jesus told us to forgive seventy times seven.
You can do it because you have a well of the Holy Spirit’s
love inside you!
v Pray and think about what you could do to bless them.

Praise Time

Praise God for his love.
Praise Jesus for his compassion.
Praise the Holy Spirit for the love that can flow through you!

P vermotime

Memorise and Speak God’s Word

“So in everything,
do to others what you would
have them do to you,
for this sums up the
Law and the Prophets.”
Matt 7:12 niv







Doing the Works of

Jesus

Doing the Works of Jesus is the fourth book
in the BibleKeys series.

God has empowered you to do the same
things Jesus did - to preach, heal and deliver.
In previous lessons, we learned how to live
in God’s presence and power every day.
Now in these four practical lessons from
God’'s Word, we see how God’s great love
and compassion is spread to a needy world.
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